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cupiscenee is. All mankind believe as firmly in the one kind of reality as in the other; in the malignity that raised the false story as in the story told, in the passion that fired the shot as in the shot that caused the murder.
When we say that conscience is a knowing power, it is to be understood that it appears in all the forms in which our other knowing powers, that is, the intellectual, manifest themselves. I hold that our intelligence begins with the knowledge of individual objects. But it spreads out in a variety of ways. It plays in fancy. It soars in imagination. It mounts to faith in the unseen in time and eternity. It asserts itself in judgment. The moral capacity takes like shapes. It begins with the perception of good and evil in ourselves. But it shoots out in various branches. Children have their ideas of right and wrong. They have their tales, such as the Babes in the Wood, of innocence and atrocity. The poet and the novelist deal with heroic deeds, with seductions and murders. The ancient Greek dramatists were fond of showing us the avenger pursuing crime with a penalty, following its victims to distant countries and going down from father to son. We all sympathize morally with Shakespeare's account of the feelings which moved like waves in the breast of Lady Macbeth after the murder of the king. In particular, the moral power may take two forms.
Moral Faiths. These are among the highest exercises of the mind. We delight to dwell on deeds of excellence: of purity, of courage, of self-sacrifice, of generosity, of godliness. As we gaze upon these ideals we admire them, our characters are moulded upon them, and we become assimilated to them. In like manner the righteous soul, vexed with unlawful deeds, condemns and abhors them, and acquires that hatred of sin which is an essential element in all holy character.